
I h a v e  b ee n  p riv ile g e d  to  s e rv e  m y  c o m m u n ity , m y  party  a n d  o u r country  fo r m a n y  years  in  public life . In  th a t period , I a m  proud  to  h a v e  m a de  a  c o n trib u tio n  to  a n  u n riv a lle d  e ra  o f peace , p ro s p e rity  a nd  p ro g re s s  o n  th is  is la n d . A n y

people  wh o  h a v e  s to o d  with  m e  a n d  b e h in d  m e . I a m  g ra te fu l to  s o  m a n y  people  wh o  h a v e  o v e r th e  years  g iv e n  g e ne ro us ly  o f th e ir tim es  a n d  e ffo rt a n d  s h a red  m y  c o m m itm e n t to  public s e rv ic e  a nd  b u ild ing  a  fa ire r, s tro ng e r 

m y  fam ily  wh o  from  th e  ea rlie s t s ta g es  s u pp o rted  m e  a nd  a lway s  e n c ou ra ge d  m e  th ro ug h o u t m y  jo u rne y  in  public life . My  m o tiv a tio n  fo r e n te rin g  p o litic s  in  1 97 7  was  to  re p re s e n t th e  people  o f m y  c o n s titue n c y ; th rou g h o ut m y  political life  m y  

ha v e  b e e n  e le c ted  ten  tim e s  in  th os e  3 1  years  b y  th e  people  o f D u b lin  C e n tra l. I wa n t to  g iv e  s pe c ia l th an k s  to  m y  c o n s titue n c y  o rg an is a tio n . T he ir un p rec e d e n te d  c om m itm e n t a n d  frien d s h ip  h a s  n e v e r wa v e re d .  T h e y  h a v e  c o m e  with  m e , th ro u g h  g o od  tim e s  a n d  b ad  

a ll o f tho s e  wh o  h a v e  c a nv as s e d  fo r m e  in  election  a fte r election . I p a rtic u la rly  re c a ll th o s e  frien d s  n o  lo n g e r with  us  bu t wh o s e  m e m o rie s  will a lwa y s  s ta y  with  m e . T oday  I a ls o  wa nt to  s ay  th a t I a m  h um b le d  to  ha v e  b e e n  en tru s te d  fo r o v e r a  d e c a d e  with  the  

people  a re  in n a te ly  d ec e n t a n d  I h av e  b ee n  p riv ile g e d  to  s e rv e  th e m  a nd  to  e n jo y  trem e n do u s  served . I e s pe c ia lly  wis h  to  a c k n owled g e  a ll tho s e  people  wh o  to o k  th e  tim es  to  p ra y  fo r m e , to  s e n d  m e  m as s -c a rd s  a n d  le tte rs  o f g o od will. A s  a  

en c o u ra g e m e n t a nd  s o la c e  fro m  s u c h  served .In  N ov e m b er 1 9 94 , I wa s  e le c te d  lea d e r o f F ianna F áil, th e  R ep u b lic a n  party . T h is  wa s  fo r m e  a n d  m y  fa m ily  a n  e x tra o rd in a ry  h o no u r. T o  fo llow in  th e  fo o ts te ps  o f D e  V a le ra , L em a s s  an d  th o s e  o th e r g ia n ts  o f 

h is to ric  o p p o rtu n ity . A lm os t fou rte en  years  o n , I a m  today  Ireland 's  s ec o n d  lo n g e s t s e rv ing  taoiseach  a n d  th e  s e c on d  lon g e s t s e rv in g  le a de r o f F ianna F áil. I b e lie v e  th e  s e c re t o f F ianna F áil's  en d u ring  

people  th a t we  h a v e  a s  public re p re s e n ta tiv e s . I h a v e  be e n  p riv ile g e d  to  work  with  p a trio tic  a nd  d e c en t c o lle ag u e s  an d  I will a lway s  b e  g ra te fu l fo r th e  fa ith  th e y  p lac e d  in  m e .  I wa n t to  th an k  a ll o f m y  F ianna F áil m in is te ria l c o lle a gu e s , 

fo r th e ir in c re d ib le  served , o v e rwhe lm in g  lo y a lty , an d  m o s t o f a ll th e ir frie n d s h ip  wh ic h  h as  s u s ta in ed  m e  th rou g h o ut m y  period  a s  U a c h ta rá n  F ianna F áil. B e y o n d  o u r e le c te d  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  I a ls o  wa n t to  p a y  trib u te  to  th e  m e m be rs  o f th e  

party  m e m be rs  in  e v e ry  c u m a n n  ac ro s s  the  le n g th  a n d  b re a d th  o f th is  country  fo r wh om  I  h a v e  a  las tin g  res pe c t.  T h e s e  o rd in a ry  p a trio tic  m e n  a n d  wo m e n  h av e  b e e n  a n  in s p ira tio n  to  m e . T h e ir c om m itm e n t a nd  lo y a lty  to  o u r party  is  un m a tc h e d  a nd  I b e lie v e  wa s  a  

E lection  20 0 7  d e m o n s tra te d  F ianna F áil's  c on tin u in g  s tre n g th  a n d  v ita lity  a s  a  n a tio n a l m ov e m e nt. I wa n t to  th an k  th e  ten s  o f th ou s a n d s  o f m e m be rs  a n d  a c tiv is ts  u p  a n d  do wn  th e  country  fo r d e liv e rin g  th a t h is to ric  success .I a m  proud
to  be  e lec te d  o n  th ree  s uc c e s s iv e  o c c a s ion s . O n  th e  d a y , I to o k  o v e r as  le a de r o f F ianna F áil, I p le d ge d  to  le a d  o u r party  b ac k  in to  governm ent a nd  k ee p  u s  the re . I s a id  th en  th a t I wou ld  s triv e  to  b u ild  u p  o u r e c o n o m y . T oday
tim es  in  o u r e n tire  h is to ry . A ll lev e ls  o f irish  s oc ie ty  h a v e  s e e n  th e ir we ll-be in g  d ra m a tic a lly  im pro v e d  in  the  period  I h av e  served  as  taoiseach .  A b ov e  a ll e ls e , I p ro m is e d  th a t da y , th a t the  p r io rity  I wou ld  p u t a b ov e  a ll o th e rs  wou ld  b e  to  work  fo r 

ha v e  g iv e n  m y  a ll to  th a t c a u s e .  T h rou g h  p a in s tak in g  n e go tia tio n s , c o lo s s a l work  h a s  b e en  d on e  in  la y in g  th e  fo un d a tio ns  o f rec o n c ilia tio n  a n d  ju s tic e  b e twe en  the  c om m un itie s  in  N o rth e rn  Ireland . T h e  c y c le  o f h a tred  an d  v io le n c e  wh ic h  m a n y  people
G o o d  F rid a y  A gre e m e n t n ow p ro v id e s  th e  political fra m e work  fo r a n  is la n d  th a t c a n  a t la s t a c h iev e  its  fu ll p o te n tia l. T h is  we e k  a n d  n ex t wee k , m a n y  o f tho s e  wh o  a  d e c a de  a g o  p lay e d  a  ro le  in  n e go tia tin g  tha t h is to ric  a c c o rd  will g a th e r to  re fle c t o n  th e  work  wh ic h  wa s  d o ne  

fo r th e  e v e n ts  to  m a rk  th is  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f th e  G o o d  F rid a y  A g re e m e n t, I'v e  o b v io us ly  re flec te d  b a c k  on  the  ro a d  we  ha v e  tra v e lle d  from  d is c o rd  to  peace , fro m  d is tru s t to  p a rtn e rs h ip  a n d  from  de s p a ir to  a  ne w p ro s p e rity , n o rth  a n d  s o u th . I ha v e  a ls o  tak e n  th is  o p po rtu n ity  to  ta k e  s to c k  o f 

W as h in g to n  to  a d d re s s  th e  Jo in t H o u s e s  o f C on g re s s . It will be  a  g re a t p riv ile ge  to  b e c om e  o n ly  th e  fo u rth  e v e r v is itin g  s ta tes m a n  to  h a v e  ad d res s e d  b o th  C o n g res s  a n d  W e s tm in s te r. F o r m e , th is  will b e  on e  o f th e  p ro u de s t m o m e n ts  o f m y  political c a re e r. In  lo o k in g  ba c k  o n  a ll the  

as  taoiseach  I h a v e :de liv e re d  o n  m y  o b jec tiv e  to  b rin g  th e  peace  p ro c e s s  to  fru itio n ; d e liv e re d  o n  m y  o b je c tiv e  to  s e e  a  s ta b le  a d m in is tra tio n  b a s ed  on  th e  p o we r-s ha r in g  m od e l ta k e  ro o t in  N o rthe rn  Ireland ; d e liv e re d  s u c c e s s iv e  s o c ia l p a rtn e rs h ip  a g re e m e n ts

a  m od e rn  e c o n om y  with  s u s ta in ab le  g ro wth  in  e m p lo y m e nt a n d  b ro u g h t a n  en d  to  th e  d a y s  o f fo rc e d  e m ig ra tio n ; d e liv e re d  on  m y  o b je c tiv e  to  im p rov e  a nd  to  s e c u re  Ireland 's  p os itio n  as  a  m o d e rn , dy n a m ic  a n d  in te g ra l p a rt o f th e  E u ro p ea n  U n ion . A s  lea d e r o f F ianna 
m y th  th a t F ianna F áil is  in c a p ab le  o f s u s ta in in g  a  c oa litio n  governm ent. I h a v e  le d  th e  two  lo ng e s t s e rv in g  c oa litio n s  in  th e  h is to ry  o f th is  S ta te . I h av e  a ls o  la id  th e  fo u nd a tio n s  fo r a n o the r lo n g  ru n n in g  an d  s u c c e s s fu l c o a litio n  

ha v e  th e  u tm o s t re s p ec t fo r Jo hn  G o rm le y , Ma ry  H a rn e y  an d  the ir re s p e c tiv e  p a rtie s  wh o  c o n tinu e  to  work  h a rd  to  d e liv e r a  s tro n g  a n d  s ta b le  governm ent a n d  im p le m e n t o u r A g re e d  P ro g ra m m e  fo r governm ent. I a ls o  wis h  to  a c k no wle d g e  

who  h a v e  s u pp o rte d  m e  in  governm ent.Jus t a s  s ta b ility  is  im p orta n t in  a  c o a litio n  governm ent, it is  ev e n  m o re  v ita l with in  a  political o rg a n is a tio n . I a lwa y s  s a id  th a t th e re  wo u ld  b e  no  ro om  fo r fa c tio n s  in  F ianna F áil
today  to  le a d  a  s tro ng  a n d  u n ite d  party . A  s tro n g , u n ite d  party  wo rk in g  with in  a  c o he s iv e  governm ent u n d e rp in s  s tab ility  a n d  m e a n s  th e  p rim a ry  fo c u s  o f governm ent is  o n  pe rfo rm a n c e , n o t o n  an y  o th e r e x te rn a l

im p o rta n t work  o f governm ent a n d  party  is  n o w b e in g  o v e r s h a do we d  b y  issues  re la ting  to  m e  a t th e  tribunal o f In q u iry  in to  C e rta in  P la nn in g  Ma tte rs  a n d  P ay m e n ts .T h e  c o n s ta n t b a rra g e  o f c o m m e nta ry  on  tribunal re la ted  

political a ge n d a  a t a n  im po rtan t po in t fo r o u r country . W e  fa c e  u n c e rta in  e c on o m ic  tim e s  a n d  c h a llen g e s  a n d  we  a re  s o on  to  c as t ou r v o te  o n  th e  L is b on  T re a ty . T h e  v ita l interests  o f Ireland  d em a n d  tha t th e  n a tio na l d ia lo g u e  o f o u r political s y s te m  

c on s ta n tly  d e fle c te d  by  the  m in u tiae  o f m y  life , m y  life s ty le , a n d  m y  fina n c e s .   T h e  decision  I am  a n n ou n c in g  today  - lik e  a ll o th e r d ec is ion s  th a t I h av e  ta k e n  in  a  lifetim es  in  po litic s  - is  s o le ly  m o tiv a ted  b y  wh a t is  b e s t fo r th e  people . I h a v e  

s om e  tim es . T h is  is  s o le ly  a  personal decision . I h a v e  n o  d o u b t tha t a  s im p lis tic  an a ly s is  will s ug g e s t tha t m y  decision  ha s  b e e n  in flu e n c e d  b y  m o s t re c e n t ev e n ts  a t th e  tribunal. W h a t I a nn o u n c e  today  is  c om p le te ly  ins p ire d  by  th e  d e s ire  

Ireland . R ec e n t d e v e lo pm e n ts  h av e  n o t m o tiv a te d  m y  decision . F o r th e  rec o rd  I s ta te  today  tha t n o th in g  c ou ld  b e  fu rthe r fro m  th e  tru th .  I lo o k  fo rward  to  c o m p re h en s iv e ly  d e a lin g  with  th e s e  m a tte rs  a t the  tribunal a nd  ro b u s tly  re fu tin g  a ny  im pu ta tio n  

o ffic e  o f taoiseach  o n  th e  p le d g e  th a t I wo u ld  p u t people  b e fo re  p o litic s . I ha v e  k e p t th a t p ro m is e . I  h a v e  a lwa y s  p lac e d  th e  interests  o f th e  irish  people  a b o v e  m y  o wn . T h e re fo re  I will no t a llo w issues  re la tin g  to  m y  o wn  p e rs o n  to

th e  lo n g  te rm  interests  o f th e  irish  people .I wa n t e v e ry o n e  to  u n d e rs ta n d  o n e  tru th  ab o v e  a ll e ls e . N e v e r, in  a ll th e  tim es  I h a v e  served  in  public life , h a v e  I pu t m y  personal in te res t a h e a d  o f th e  public g o o d . I h a v e  

people  I h a v e  th e  h o n o ur to  re p re s e n t in  D á il É irea n n  ho n e s tly . I h a v e  p ro v ide d  m o re  d e ta ils  ab o u t m y  personal fin a n c es  th a n  a n y  pe rs o n  in  public life  wh o  ha s  e v e r h e ld  o ffic e . W hile  I will b e  th e  firs t to  a d m it th a t I h a v e  m a de  m is ta k e s  in  m y  life
en ric h  m y s e lf b y  m is us ing  th e  trus t o f th e  people .I h a v e  n e v e r rec e iv e d  a  c o rru p t p a y m e n t an d  I h a v e  n e v e r d o ne  a ny th in g  to  d is h on o u r a n y  o ffic e  I h a v e  h e ld . I  k n o w th a t s o m e  people  will fe e l th a t s o m e  a s p e c ts  o f m y  fin a nc es  a re  u nu s u a l.  I tru ly  reg re t if 

people 's  m in ds . A ll o f th e s e  issues  a ro s e  in  a  period  whe n  m y  fam ily ,  personal a n d  p ro fe s s io na l s itu a tio ns  were  ra p id ly  c h a ng in g  a n d  I m a d e  the  b e s t de c is io n s  I c o u ld  in  th e  c irc u m s ta nc e s  in  wh ic h  I fou n d  m y s e lf.  I k no w in  m y  he a rt o f h e a rts  th a t I 

to  the  c o m p le tio n  o f th e  tribunal's  work  a n d  I am  c on fid e n t th a t wh e n  it re p o rts , the  tribunal will fin d  th a t I ha v e  no t a c te d  im pro p e rly  in  a n y wa y . E qu a lly  I will n o t a llo w issues  c o n c e rn in g  m y s e lf o r m y  fin a n c e s  to  d iv e rt a tte n tio n  fro m  th e  im p orta n t jo b  o f 

is  in  th e  b es t interests  o f th e  governm ent, m y  party  a nd  m o s t im po rtan tly  th e  people  o f Ireland  tha t I s e t ou t th e  tim es -fra m e  fo r m y  d e p artu re  fro m  o ffic e . It ha d  a lwa y s  b e e n  m y  in ten tio n  to  rev iew m y  po s itio n  a s  

F áil in  th e  a fte rm ath  o f ne x t s u m m e r's  L o c a l an d  E u rop e a n  E le c tio ns .  B u t h a v in g  re fle c ted  o n  the  n e ed  to  e ns u re  tha t th e  work  o f m y  m in is te ria l c o lle a g ue s  is  n o t d is tra c te d  fro m  b y  in c e s s an t p u b lic ity  a b o u t th e  tribunal, I h a v e  d e c id e d  o f m y  own  v o litio n  to  b rin g  fo rwa rd  

ne x t m o n th  a n d  fo llo win g  on  from  m y  re tu rn  fro m  the  U n ite d  S ta te s  a nd  th e  S ta te  V is it to  Ireland  b y  th e  P rim e  Min is te r o f Ja p an ; it is  m y  in te n tion  to  te n d e r m y  re s ig n a tio n  to  P re s id e n t Mc A le e s e  on  T ue s d a y  6 th  Ma y . O n  th a t d a te , I will a ls o  te n d e r m y  re s ig n a tio n  a s  U ac h ta rán  

to  d is c h a rg e  m y  d u tie s  a s  taoiseach  to  th e  b e s t o f m y  a b ility , a n d  to  work  a s  h a rd  a s  I h a v e  a lwa y s  d o n e , to  s e c u re  th e  c o n tin u ed  peace  a n d  p ro s p e rity  o f th e  is la n d  o f Ireland .

Berties Ahern’s Resignation Speech  (Textural Analysis from tagcrowd.com)
Wednesday, 2 April 2008




